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Chapter PSC 184
CONSTRUCTION OF AND PLACING INT O OPERATION OF WATER AND SEWER FACILITIES

PSC184.01 Scope. PSC 184.04 Applications for commission authorization.
PSC 184.02 Definitions. PSC 184.05 Commission procedures.
PSC 184.03 Activities requiring commission authorization. PSC 184.06 Emegency work.

HistOLy: Fg%%eispfc 184 astit ;&rzear?\‘d on Okfmie%%% wcaﬁ repeapleédca{1g4 (3) CoNSTRUCTIONOF FACILITIES. (a) A utility shall obtain a
anew chapte was createdfadtive November 1, ; Chapter ¥ el ; ;
asit appeared on July 32012 was repealed and a new chapter PSC 184 was crea@’t'ﬂqatefrom_ th_e CommIS_SIOn befor_e cqnstructlng, purChasmg'
effectiveAugust 1, 2012. installing, modifying, replacing, oplacing in operation any plant
) not exempt under sub. (4) if the project cost exceeds the cost
PSC 184.01 Scope. (1) AppLicAiLITY. This chapter thresholdspecified in s. 196.49 (5g) (a), Stats., as revised under
appliesto a utility. par.(b).
(2) InDIVIDUAL sITUATIONS. Nothing in this chapter precludes Note: Examples of projects that typically require a certificate include all of the
ieai ivgi imdivi i i following:
the commission frpm glvmg |nd|v_|dual <_:on_3|derat|on emcep 1. Groundwater wells, surface water intakes, and other sources of water supply
_Uonal or _Unusua| 5|tuat|0m?rg upon |nve_st|gat|0n, f!’om establish 2. water treatment, purification, and disinfection facilities.
ing requirements for a utility or service thate diferent from 3. Elevated tanks, reservoirs, and other storage facilities.
thoseprovided in this chapter 4. Pumping stations, pressure—reducing stations, and associated facilities.

; . 020" ; 1 5. Utility buildings.
History: CR 11-039: crRegister July 2012 No. 679fe-1-12. 6. Utility main if a portion of the main is located outside of the utisérvicearea

or if the main is eight inches or greater in nominal diameter and three onmiese

PSC 184.02 Definitions. In this chapter: long.
(1) “Acquire” means the acquisition of plant in place and 7. Sewer facilitiesincluding any pumping facilities or sewage treatment and dis

readyfor operation, but does not include the purchase of materigggaiPlant.
or equipment for later installation. (b) Beginning on May 1, 2014nd on May 1 of each sucees

p £ " - ; «cic3{ve even—numbered year thereaftee commission shall adjust
unéi)rssc elrgg(zgeorrrig%ngoa g?erlttlgcate issued by the Comm'SSIOEjne cost thresholds in s. 196.49 (59g) (a), Statsteflect changes

3) “Commission” means the public service commission. to the cost of water utility construction _based“on the applicable

( . , P industry cost index numbers published in the “Handy-Whitman

4) Depgr_tme_nt means the qlep_artment of natuedources. |ndexof Public Utility Construction Costs.”

(5) “Municipality” means a cityvillage or town. (c) Thecommission shall notify all water utilities of the result

(6) “Plant” means all equipment, propertpr facilities ing adjusted cost limits by May 15 efch even—-numbered year
includedin the utility plant accounts under the uniform system efnd shall publicize the adjustembst limits on the commissia’
accountsprescribed by the commission. website. If the Handy—Whitman Index is no longer available, an

(7) “Project cost” means the total estimated costs of a prequivalentsuccessor indemay be used which is generally recog
posedproject including land acquisition, construction, pilottestizedby the water industry and acceptable to the commission.
ing, test wells, inspection, and fees for professional services. Note: Thecommission maintains or has access tdthedy—Whitman Index of

(8) “Servicearea” means the geographic area within which Ryiblic Utility Construction posts and this reference @mogy may be reviewed by
utility has an obligation to provide service. Conac)nng;:ﬁ:rrcn/l::?\lt?rﬂ;ZU|RED Notwithstanding sub. (3), a

(9) “Utility” means a water public utilitas defined in s. . e CA
196.01(5) (a), Stats., a combined water aeaver public utility utility does not need a certlflcr_:lte to _d_o any_of the following:
unders. 66.0819, Stats., or any person, except a governme?tﬂ[a),lnSta"' _replace, or repair a utility main, unless one of the
unit, who furnishes service to or for the putiligmeans of a sew following applies:

eragesystem, as defined in s. 281.01 (14), Stats. 1. A portion of the main is located outside of the utiityer
History: CR 11-039: cr Register July 2012 No. 679fe8-1-12. vice area.
I . L 2. The main is eight inches or greater in nominal dianaeter
PSC 184.03 Activities requiring commission autho - threeor more miles long.

rization. (1) New uTiLITY. A person intending to operate @s . .
utility maynot begin construction of, install, or place in operatiooalslt:e)sv\llir;ﬁ}f]1 l:ﬁi’\éel?tliﬁfe’é ;Jér\r/eicheagr:ng|¢eterals, hydrants, or
any facilities for furnishing water or sewer service imanicipat . y . ’
ity in which the person is netirrently furnishing water or sewer ~ (C) Routine meter repair or replacement.
serviceas a utility without the commissianprior approval. (d) Install, replace, orepair supervisory control and data
(2) EXPANSION, ACQUISITION, AND INTERCONNECTION. A utility ~ @cquisition (SCADA) systems, telemetrgquipment, or other
shall obtain a certificate from the commission before undertakif¢fctronicmonitoring a”fj coptr.ol systems. .
any of the following: (e) Replace or repair existing pumps, motorsassociated
(a) Constructindacilities or initiating service in a municipal €dquipment.
ity not currently served by the utility ~ (f) Conduct routine maintenance or repair to utfiagyilities,
(b) Constructing facilities or initiating service in a service ardfcludingbuildings used for utility purposes.
of another utility (9) Replace or repair filtration media usiedexisting water
(c) Acquiring or placing in operation existing facilities for-fur treatmentpurification and disinfection facilities.
nishingwater or sewer service obtained from another person or(h) Install plant in accordance with filed extension rules and

utility. rates.
(d) Establishing an interconnection with another utility with () Install plant in compliance with a commission order
whichit has no existing interconnection. () Relocate or modify existing plant to accommodate highway
(e) Combining or consolidating with another utility or airport construction.
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(k) Acquire vehicles or other movable equipment. (L) The identification of any flood—sensitive facilitiéisat
History: CR 11-039: cr Register July 2012 No. 679fe8-1-12;,CR 14-053:  would be located in designated flood plains or flood—prone areas.
enum. (3) to (3) (a) and am., cr(3) (b), (c) Register April 2015 No. 742, eff. () E6r ytility main construction projects, include all of the
following:
PSC 184.04 Applications for commission authori - 1. The identification and description of each surface water
zation. (1) TIMING AND COSTINCREASES. (a) For anyproject potentiallyaffected by construction.

requiringcommission authorization under s. PSC 184.Q%ra. 2. The identification and description of each wetland poten
sonor utility shall submit the information required in this sectiogja|ly affected by construction.

atleast 90 days, but rearlier than 2 years, before beginning the 3 Ay avaluation of whether any endangered or threatened

project. speciesare present and whafexdt the project could have on those

(b) For any project receivingpmmission authorization under species. For each species identified, describe how the proposed
s.PSC 184.05 that is not begun within 2 years from the date of §igject may be modified to reduce or eliminate any potential

authorizationa utility shall notify the commission of revised proj effecton the species.
ectcosts,the schedule for completion, and any other changes (0 4 - A evaluation of whether any knovancheological or his
the_profposed pl_r01edct. The con:jmlss%qsnéailgr:la%%n&der its authQfrical resources are presentFor each resource identified,
zatlonfor a revised project under s. Lo describehow the proposed project may be modified to reduce or
_(c) If the scope, design, or location of a project receiving-corg|iminateany potential déct on the resource.
missionauthorization under s. PSKB4.05 changes significantly ) nformation to allow the commission to prepare an-envi
orif itis discovered or identified that the project cost may excegghmentalassessment for a project subject to s. PSC 4.10 (2), or
theesh:natec_i pror{ect cost logore than 10 perceﬂt, th‘?l_u“"ty shallior a project that require coordinated commission and department
promptly notify the commission as soon as the utility becomesyiewunder s. 30.025, Stats. After consultation with the appli

awareof the possible change or cost increase. The COmmISS{Ofy; the commission shall identify any additional information
may reconsider its authorizatidar a revised project under s. Pscrequiredon a case—-by—case basis.

184.05. X . .
Any otherinformation relevant to the project requested b
(2) ConsuLTATION. For projects subject to s. 196.025 (zm)the(gz)mm)i,ssion. pro) q y

Stats. before submitting an application for a certificate, a utility
shall consult with commission sfafn cooperation with stafrom
the department, on th&cope of the proposed project, the altern
tives that must be considered in the application, additional
information that the commission may require as part of t
application.

(3) CONTENTS OF APPLICATION. A personor utility seeking
authorizationfor any activity undes. PSC 184.03 (1) and (2) or
a utility seeking a certificate under s. PSC 184.03 (3) shall subrﬁ@
anapplication to the commission that includes all offdtiewing,
whereapplicable:

(a) A description of the project including all project compo PSC 184.05 Commission procedures. (1) APPLICA-

(4) GROUPINGOF PROJECTS. As an alternative to requesting a

é;ertificatefor each project separatedy utility may submit on an
nnualbasis a list of projecteequiring approval under s. PSC
84.03(3) that the utility intends to begin constructing within one
ear. Foreach project on this list, the utility shall include the infor

mationrequired by this section.

(5) APPLICATION SUBMITTAL. A person or utility shall submit

application under thisection using the commissisnElee

nic Regulatory Filing (ERF) system.

History: CR 11-039: cr Register July 2012 No. 679fe8-1-12.

nents,phases, and a schedule of construction. TIoN REVIEW. (@) Upon receipt of a complete application urgler
(b) Information supporting the purpose amecessity of the PSC184.04, the commission shall issuedadice of investigation
project. or notice of proceeding.

(c) An analysis and description of alternatives to the project. (0) The commission may approve or deny an application in

(d) An analysis of the ffct of the project on the quality andWholeor in part, and may modify or condition the authorization
reliability of service. asthe public convenience and necessity may require.

(€) The project cost itemized by major plastounts as identi (2) Time ForRrREVIEW. Unless the application requires the prep

fied in the uniform system of accounts, including all admiMstré‘rati‘)tnOf.a? ﬁnvi[)ontwental as_se_ssme_tnht_ uggedr S. R?tm(%r)l' if
tive, overhead, engineering, legal, construction, and inspectigfj 3CtIONIS taken by the commission within 9U days aiter the-com
costs. missionissues a notice of investigation under sub. (1) (a), the util

ity may proceed with the construction work. If the commission

() Identification of the proposed project funding sourceye estsadditional information to process an application after
including utility or municipal sources and outside grants or loang.,inga notice of investigation, the 90-day waiting period before
If the project will be financed, the utility shall include expecte; ’

f ! ¢ dt nstructionwork may commence begins ttate the additional
inancingra e; and terms. . ) informationis received by the commission.
(9) An estimate of annual operating costs of the project, by 3y pearinG. The commission is not required to hold a hear

major expense accounts as identified in the uniform system at'o, 5 ility application for a certificate unless any offtile
accounts. o - . IOWing apply

(h) A description of any plant being retired or replaced and the (a) A statute or rule otherwise requires a hearing.
yearit was placed in service, if known. o o

. . . . (b) The commission treats the application as a contested case,

(i) A map showing the location tfe project and all proposed o¢ defined in s. 227.01 (3), Stats
facilities by Public Land Survey System (PLSS) quarter—quarter ! ’
sectionor by anothemethodology approved by the commission

() A list of any permits or approvals required by otsiate
agenciesr local governmentalnits and a statement indicating
whether the permits or approvals have beepplied for or
obtained. PSC 184.06 Emergency work. In caseof an emagency

(k) For a project under s. PSC 184.03 (3), ihetides new or resultingfrom the failure of power supply or from fire, storm, or
expandedgroundwater wells, surface water intakes, or otheimilarevents, a utility may begin necessary repair work without
sourcef water supplyinformation on any action the utility hasreceiving prior commission authorization. The utility shall
takento mitigate the need for the project. promptly notify thecommission of the emgency work and shall,

(c) The proposed project requires the preparation of an envi
fonmental impact statement under s113tats.

(d) The commission determines a hearing is appropriate.
History: CR 11-039: cr Register July 2012 No. 679fe8-1-12.
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within 30 days after commencing the work, furnish the commis
sion with the information required under s. PSC 184.04 (3).
History: CR 11-039: cr Register July 2012 No. 679fe8-1-12.

RegisterApril 2015 No. 712


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code

